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Synopsis

This unique title draws together in one volume some of the best thinking to date on the pressing
social and environmental challenges we face as a society. These are the Top 50 Sustainability
Books as voted for by the University of Cambridge Programme for Sustainability Leadership’s
alumni network of over 3,000 senior leaders from around the world. In addition to profiles of all 50
titles, many of the authors share their most recent reflections on the state of the world and the
ongoing attempts by business, government and civil society to create a more sustainable

future.A A Many of these authors have become household names in the environmental, social and
economic justice movements A¢a —a ce from Rachel Carson, Ralph Nader and E.F. Schumacher to
Vandana Shiva, Muhammad Yunus and Al Gore. Others, such as Aldo Leopold, Thomas Berry and
Manfred Max-Neef, are relatively undiscovered gems, whose work should be much more widely
known.A A By featuring these and other seminal thinkers, The Top 50 Sustainability Books distils a
remarkable collective intelligence A¢a -4 ce one that provides devastating evidence of the
problems we face as a global society, yet also inspiring examples of innovative solutions; it explores
our deepest fears and our highest hopes for the future. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to

tap into the wisdom of our age.
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Customer Reviews

Wayne Visser is Founder and CEO of CSR International and the author/editor of seven books,

including five on the role of business in society, the most recent of which are Making a Difference



(VDM, 2008) and The A to Z of Corporate Social Responsibility (John Wiley, 2007). In addition,
Wayne is a Visiting Professor in CSR at Mann-heim University (Germany) and Senior Associate and
Internal Examiner at the University of Cambridge Programme for Sustainability Leadership, where
he previously held positions as Research Director and External Examiner. Before getting his PhD in
Corporate Social Responsibility (Nottingham University, UK), Wayne was Director of Sustainability
Services for KPMG and Strategy Analyst for Capgemini in South Africa. His other qualifications
include an MSc in Human Ecology (Edinburgh University, UK) and a Bachelor of Business Science
in Marketing (Cape Town University, South Africa). Wayne lives in London, UK, and enjoys art,

writing poetry, spending time outdoors and travelling in his home continent of Africa.

| bought this book for a class but | think it's a waste of money. | would never look at it if | hadn’t had
to have it for that class. This collection is not a collection of full books or even excerpts from books.
It's just very short reviews of books. | also don’t feel like most of the books in this collection are very
universally agreed on. There are certainly some that are (Silent Spring) but this collection is heavily
skewed towards sustainable business books. | don't feel like business and economics is the main
focus of sustainability. It is certainly an important part of sustainability but this editor would have you

think that that it is the absolutely most important aspect.

This book gives a great overview about the complexity of sustainable development, the roots of the

problems we are facing and how we can respond to them. Everyone should have it!
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